
Meeting of the Westhampton Public Library Board of Trustees 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

Via Zoom videoconference 
 

 
Attendance: Meaghan Schwelm; Mikki Nevins; Celeste Whiting; Anne Marie O’Reilly; Lynn 
Cooper; Brian Mulvehill, Carol McMurrich (taking minutes) 
 
Minutes from the last meeting: moved to accept by Mikki Nevins, seconded by Celeste 
Whiting. Vote is made to accept the minutes – unanimously accepted by all the members. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Gift Account- $23,641.17; Building Account- $3,594.48; State Aide -
$3,624.81; Deferred Town Monies- $25,274.91.  
 
Director’s Report: As written—conversation includes:  
-Schwelm is keeping track of the statistics as recommended by the state.  
-Schwelm is working with HRHS to set up an exhibit of student work.  
-Schwelm would like to bring Jared back in for some cleaning in the building before we reopen. 
Mulvehill asks whether anyone else would be in the building: Schwelm says he could be in a 
different part of the building if so. Suggests that he would do his regular cleaning one week and 
then another week doing a bleach wipe-down of all surfaces.  
-Would also like to get Emily in to process the children’s books.  
-Trustees are OK with both of these as long as it’s safe for all parties—sanitize both when 
arriving and when leaving.  
-Parking lot internet WiFi—Would cost about $900 - would allow townspeople to access 
internet from their cars. (Judd Room is also about $900).  
-Schwelm has also spent $1500 on accessing e-books  
-Amount of money left in our budget is $7-10k. Have to revisit and see where that number sits 
with mandatory purchasing. Mulvehill suggests that we think about spending money in places 
where it will be justified to spend during/ or because of the pandemic; any excess we will gladly 
return to the town.  
-Also take care of any things that we should not put off for 2 years, given that budget may be 
slim next year.  
-Northeast IT will update all the machines to MS 10 – not sure what that pricing will be. 
 
Friends’ Report: no meeting; but have been in close contact and have a meeting scheduled for 
Monday 5/18 to discuss strategies for them to support the library and also discuss the online 
summer reading program.  
 
Old Business: 

1. Re-opening concerns/approaches: 
- State and our local board of health will be our guide moving forward 
- At least until our next meeting we will not be opening under any circumstances 

 



.  
 

- Schwelm says that MBLC is putting together recommendations and guidance which can 
be taken into account as well. Studies going into how long the virus can last on plastic, 
and will be reporting back their findings. Directors are planning to “quarantine books” 
when they are returned. Nora Blake has a contact for making plexiglass barriers for the 
circulation desk.  They will give us a guide on how to do it, once the state says you can 
do it.  

 
- Mulvehill suggests that all trustees look at the 3 phase suggestions that Schwelm sent out.  
- All trustees send Schwelm our questions and concerns in the next few weeks 
-When we meet in June we won’t be starting from scratch and we will have more information.  
- Schwelm will reference articles from MBLC and CDC for when she submits her plan to the 
board of health.  
- Schwelm shares that other local library directors are hoping for consistency around opening 
dates so that patrons from other communities don’t all flock to another library.  
 
(Meeting paused for 10 minutes to restart Zoom) 
 

2. Pandemic Policy: Schwelm hasn’t seen any policies released by any communities that 
are our size. MBLC’s guidance they have a clear list of things to consider: We can base a 
policy off that list. All coming down to protecting staff, patrons etc. How to handle 
materials in the case that you do close; how to communicate to the community e.g. 
what channels will you use to update the community;  

a. Schwelm will create a rough draft from the bullet points and also using another 
library’s plan as models.  

b. Schwelm notes that we can’t use the school closures as our guide for pandemic 
closures because the school has a specific calendar.  

c. Include the criteria that the board of trustees must also approve the opening in 
addition to it meeting a number of other criteria. “At the board’s discretion” so 
that we don’t create a policy that boxes us in.  

d. If in the process Schwelm wants to offer us drafts for feedback while she writes 
and we respond individually to her that might help; we will discuss what is 
created in an open meeting  

e. Also wants to include the protection of staff pay during pandemic—policy says 
“the employees’ contracts will continue” even in the instance that the staff 
members get sick and cannot work from home.  

 
New Business:  
Board Reorganization on June 4th:  Mulvehill will not be chairing again 
McMurrich and O’Reilly statesthey will run for re-election – will go to caucus on June 8th and 
nominate yourself – will be held in the parking lot of the highway garage in good weather. Can 
nominate self and sign the paperwork the night of. If the weather is bad they will do it in the 
garage.  



 
Town meeting is postponed to June 27th, not sure how that will look.  
Town election will be July 25th.  
 
Whiting suggests an online “what I miss about the library”… to encourage participation.  
 
Date for next meeting: June 4th – 1st Thursday - so that in the case that things begin to re-open 
we have our meeting a bit sooner. Carol McMurrich will set up the Zoom link for 7 pm that 
evening so that Mulvehill can get that into the agenda 
 
Adjourn: Motion made and seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn at 8:16 pm.  


